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a meritorious unit. During its first year of exist-
ence, over 2 years ago, North Shore’s JROTC
unit was recognized as the best first-year unit
in the Houston area. For that recognition
alone, the unit deserves our special congratu-
lations.

Many people view JROTC as only a military
training program. It is much more than that. It
is an educational and citizenship program that
brings out the best in all. The cadets partici-
pating in Air Force JROTC program have
started on the road of lifetime service and ex-
cellence. I honor them for showing that they
have the will and the character to work hard
and accomplish great things. I know that
under the leadership of Col. Thomas McCay,
and his staff, the unit will continue to put their
knowledge, skills, and experience to work, not
just for themselves, but for their community
and country as well.

My congratulations to all the cadets and the
entire North Shore community.

f

COMMEMORATING DIA DE
PORTUGAL

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 10, 1996

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, today is celebrated throughout the world as
the Dia de Portugal.

Every year on June 10, people of Por-
tuguese descent around the world honor their
heritage on Dia de Portugal (‘‘Day of Por-
tugal’’). This is a time for all friends of Portugal
to pause and consider the many achievements
of that great nation over the centuries and to
celebrate the cultural traditions, practices, and
customs of Portugal.

June 10 is the date of birth of Portugal’s
greatest poet, Luis de Camoens, who lived
from 1524 to 1580.

He is the author of the Portuguese national
epic, ‘‘The Lusiads,’’ published in 1572. In this
grand poem, Camoens did for the Portuguese
language what Chaucer did for English and
what Dante did for Italian.

As well, he gave eloquent expression to the
deepest and highest aspirations of the Por-
tuguese people.

Millions of Americans are proud of their Por-
tuguese heritage, and millions more are en-
riched by living in neighborhoods and commu-
nities which are defined by the dynamic pres-
ence of Portuguese-Americans.

My State of Rhode Island has one of the
largest Portuguese-American populations in
our country. The ties between Rhode Island

and Portugal go back to the very origins of our
State, and the contributions made by the Por-
tuguese can be seen every day.

Portuguese explorers dared to cross the
oceans in search of new frontiers, and thanks
to that courage, our Nation is enriched by tra-
ditions brought by the sons and daughters of
Portugal.

Whether it was from Dighton Rock in 1502,
the Touro Synagogue in 1658, or by whaling
ships in the 1830’s, the Portuguese undoubt-
edly were among the very first immigrants to
settle on our shores.

Unfortunately, anti-immigrant fervor brought
Portuguese immigration down to a trickle after
1921.

But there was an exception made in 1958,
when President Eisenhower signed legislation
introduced by then-Senator John F. Kennedy
that allowed families affected by the volcanic
eruption in the Azores to come to America.

In 1965, President Johnson fulfilled Presi-
dent Kennedy’s dream and signed legislation
lifting the discriminatory Quota Act. Once
again, New England could open its arms to
the Portuguese. Lifting the quota allowed
many families to reunite, and bring together
many generations.

At a time when the family is under great
strain, and too often breaking under that
strain, the example of family unity set by the
Portuguese is a profound lesson for all of us.

Everywhere Rhode Islanders turn, the Por-
tuguese presence is seen. It is seen in the
dozens of social clubs throughout our State. It
is felt in the excitement of the Feshta and the
dignity of the religious procession. It is rep-
resented here today by community leaders
who are from all walks of life.

This contribution is felt in many other States
and hundreds of communities across this Na-
tion.

Portugal is a close and valued ally.
Trade between our two nations is active and

will surely grow. The recently completed
Agreement on Cooperation and Defense pro-
vides for continued access to the Lajes Air
Base in the Azores, as well as cooperation in
nonmilitary matters. This base was critical to
supporting our troops in Operation Desert
Storm and Operation Restore Hope in Soma-
lia.

Portugal’s economy is making tremendous
progress, and soon the world will see the
growth that has taken place in recent years. In
1998, Portugal will host the World Expo. The
topic for Expo 1998 is: ‘‘The Oceans: A Herit-
age for Our Future.’’

Expo 1998 will provide an ideal opportunity
for Portugal to showcase its thriving industry
while at the same time celebrating its uniquely
rich heritage in ocean exploration. I am

pleased that the United States will be partici-
pating in this event, and I congratulate the
House for having earlier voted in favor of this
participation.

Today is a day for us to celebrate the con-
tributions made to the United States by the
Portuguese community. It is a time for us to
celebrate the ties between the United States
and Portugal. This is a relationship with a
great history, and promising future.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the memory of a beloved constituent,
Bill Sicklick. Today, the Gouverneur Hospital
Nursing Facility Diagnostic and Treatment
Center in my district is dedicating a new con-
ference area to be named the William ‘‘Bill’’
Sicklick Conference Room. This room could
not be dedicated to a more worthy person.

Bill Sicklick died on April 25, 1995, and his
passing affected the Grand Street Cooperative
Village immensely. During the years he lived
among us, he was a beloved husband, father,
grandfather, son-in-law, neighbor, and friend.
He walked our streets looking out for his
neighbors as an auxiliary policeman, and he
rose to become an officer of this group, earn-
ing the respect and admiration of the New
York Police Department and fellow auxiliary
members. Bill also served on community plan-
ning board three for almost 25 years where he
was elected as both vice chair and secretary.

Despite all of his other community service
positions, Bill’s fondest service was the 20
years he served as a member and chair-
person of the skilled nursing facility committee
of the Gouverneur Community Advisory Board.
He loved the patients, and they loved him. He
served them well—taking them for walks in
their wheelchairs, dropping by to chat, and
keeping an eye out to see that all was well in
the SNF unit.

Bill Sicklick was well known for his dedica-
tion and commitment to Gouverneur Hospital,
its patients, and the Lower East Side commu-
nity. It is only fitting that a room in this hospital
should bear his name. I respectfully urge my
colleagues to take a moment today to remem-
ber Bill Sicklick—a man who represented ev-
erything that is noble about community serv-
ice.
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